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	Patriot Name: John McMurtry
	PatriotNumber: P-246945
	Date of Birth: 15 Feb 1752
	Place of Birth: Morris County
	State: NJ
	Date of Death: 16 Mar 1841
	Place of Birth_2: Sumner County
	State_2: TN
	Service State: [Pennsylvania]
	Pension Number: 20769
	Service Details: Enlisted in 1775 in Captain James Chambers' Company, 1st. Pennsylvania Regiment of the Continental Line, Commanded by Colonels Thompson and James Chambers. Marched to Boston, New York and Long Island.  Fought in White Plains and York Island and was promoted to Sergeant.
He was in the battles of Trenton, Princeton, Brandywine, Paoli and Germantown and promoted to Sergeant Major. 
He was sent to recruit troops in Pennsylvania and eventually promoted to Ensign in September, 1779.
In June, 1780 he left the army and went to sea as a privateer on the brig "Fair America" under Captain Decatur.
	Service Reference: Revolutionary War Graves Register. Clovis H. Brakebill, compiler. 672pp. SAR. 1993. Also SAR Revolutionary War Graves Register CD. Progeny Publishing Co: Buffalo, NY. 1998.

DAR Ancestor # A078430
	Cemetery Name: Beech Cemetery
	Cemetery Address: 3216 Long Hollow Pike.
	Cemetery City: Hendersonville
	CemState: TN
	Cem Zip Code: 37075-8770
	GPS Latitude: 36.37151
	GPS Longitude: -86.62671
	Cemetery Notes: This cemetery is located on the grounds of the historic Beech Cumberland Presbyterian Church founded in 1798.
	Tombstone: Yes
	Other1: See below
	SAR: Off
	DAR: Yes
	VA: Off
	Unknown: Off
	Other: Yes
	None: Off
	Other Information: DAR marker placed in front of what presumably is the original headstone.  A metal-capped obelisk marker, place in recent years marks John, wife Margaret Gomer McMurtry, and lists children Henry, Jean, John, James, Mary, Asa, Peggy and Thomas.
	TombstonePic: Yes
	1 st Spouse Name: Margaret " Peggy" Gomer
	1 st Spouse Pension Number: S*W1448
	2 nd Spouse Name: 
	2 nd Spouse Pension Number: 
	3 rd Spouse Name: 
	3 rd Spouse Pension Number: 
	Submitters Name: 
	National Number If SAR Member: 
	Submitters Address: 
	City: 
	State_4: 
	Zip Code_2: 
	Email Address: 
	Submission Date: 
	Submit a Biography of 200  500 words: John McMurtry served in the American Revolution in the Pennsylvania Regiment. He served in many strategic battles and distinguished himself, receiving several promotions during the war.

After his Revolutionary War service John McMurtry was married to his wife  Margaret "Peggy" Gomer in her father's home in Somerset County, New Jersey on January 29, 1781.

After the war, John was granted land in southwest corner of Sumner County, Tennessee where he moved.  He was a farmer and, in 1799, he served as a magistrate.  Some reports show that he died at Shackle Island, TN which is where he is buried in the Beech Cemetery, adjacent to the Beech Cumberland Presbyterian Church.  He is listed as one of the founding trustees of that church.

He died at the age of 89 leaving his wife Peggy his farm.  After originally being denied a widow's pension on a technicality, she was eventually given a pension of $80 per month by Act of Congress.

Many descendants of John McMurtry are living in Sumner County and Middle Tennessee today.  His house was moved to a location which is near the Beech Cemetery and is still standing today.
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