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	Patriot Name: John Leonard Bowers, Sr.
	PatriotNumber: P-118612
	Date of Birth: Sep 1760
	Place of Birth: Hagerstown, Washington County
	State: MD
	Date of Death: 5 Oct 1840
	Place of Birth_2: Siam, Carter County
	State_2: TN
	Service State: [Maryland]
	Pension Number: 
	Service Details: In spring of 1778, enlisted as a private in the Continental Line from Maryland under Captains Gasland and James Sommervell, commanded by Colonels Otho Holland Williams and Benjamin Ford.  During the Battle of Camden he was captured by the British then retaken by the Americans.  Served under Generals Nathaniel Greene, Daniel Morgan and Henry "Lighthorse Harry" Lee.  He fought at Battles of Camden, Cowpens and Guilford Courthouse.
	Service Reference: DAR Ancestor #A012784
Revolutionary War Graves Register. Clovis H. Brakebill, compiler. 672pp. SAR. 1993. Also SAR Revolutionary War Graves Register CD. Progeny Publishing Co: Buffalo, NY. 1998
	Cemetery Name: Nave-Hess Cemetery
	Cemetery Address: 184 Wilbur Dam Road
	Cemetery City: Elizabethton
	CemState: TN
	Cem Zip Code: 37643-0000
	GPS Latitude: 36.34613
	GPS Longitude: -82.15234
	Cemetery Notes: This cemetery is located in a grove of trees in a hay field behind (south of) 184 Wilbur Dam Road. 
	Tombstone: Yes
	Other1: See photo
	SAR: Off
	DAR: Off
	VA: Off
	Unknown: Off
	Other: Yes
	None: Off
	Other Information: Granite in-ground "PATRIOT" marker placed 16 Sep 2016.
	TombstonePic: Yes
	1 st Spouse Name: Rebecca Nave
	1 st Spouse Pension Number: S*W49
	2 nd Spouse Name: 
	2 nd Spouse Pension Number: 
	3 rd Spouse Name: 
	3 rd Spouse Pension Number: 
	Submitters Name: James E. McKinney
	National Number If SAR Member: 191659 
	Submitters Address: 2705 Mountain View Drive SE
	City: Cleveland
	State_4: TN
	Zip Code_2: 37323-7455
	Email Address: kanuer@hotmail.com
	Submission Date: 09/19/2016
	Submit a Biography of 200  500 words: John Leonard Bowers was born in September 1750 to George and Christina Bowers in Hagerstown, Washington County, MD.  He grew to manhood in the town in which he was born.
At the age of 27, in the spring of 1778, he enlisted as a private, for a term of three years, in the 6th Maryland Regiment of the Maryland Continental Line, commanded by Colonel Otho Holland Williams.  He was placed in a company under a Captain Gasland and marched to Valley Forge, which had been the winter quarters of  Washington’s forces the previous winter.  There he was assigned to Captain James Sommervell’s Company under the command of Major John Hardman and Colonel Benjamin Ford.  After a short time, he was marched to Monmouth, Pennsylvania and took part in the battle there on June 28, 1778.  From there he was marched to White Plains, New York and then to Basking Ridge, New Jersey, where the army took winter quarters and remained until spring.
During the summer of 1779, he was stationed at Buttermilk Falls and later took winter quarters at a farm near Morristown, New Jersey.  In the spring on 1980, he was marched to Trenton, New Jersey and then to Burlington, New Jersey, where the troops went by boat to Philadelphia then to Middletown, Delaware, then to Elkton, Maryland, then to Baltimore, Fredericksburg, Richmond, and Petersburg. All in Virginia.  He was then marched through Hillsborough, Salisbury, and Charlotte in North Carolina to Rugeley’s Mill, about 12 miles north of Camden, South Carolina.   During the Battle of Camden (Under Major General Horatio Gates, August 16, 1780), he was taken prisoner by the British, but was rescued by the Colonial Forces.  The army then rendezvoused at Hillsborough, where General Nathanael Greene took command of the southern army.
After a time, he was placed under the command of General Daniel Morgan.  It was under General Morgan that he fought at the Battle of Cowpens, January 17, 1780.  From there they were closely pursued by the British as they marched to Morgantown and to Salisbury and across the Yadkin River until they joined General Greene’s army in Virginia.   
Under General Greene, the army was marched to Guilford Courthouse, where Leonard Bowers’ hardest battle was fought against forces under Cornwallis on March 15, 1781.  That was the last battle Leonard fought as a soldier.  A short time afterwards, his enlistment complete, he was discharged by Captain Sommervell, under whom he had served throughout his entire enlistment.   
Sometime after the War, he moved to Carter County, TN/NC where he married Rebecca Nave, daughter of Dietrich and Ann Vanderpool Nave, on 2 Aug 1785.
On November 9, 1844 Rebecca Bowers, aged 75 on March 24, 1844, applied for a pension stating that she married Leonard Bowers on August 2, 1785, and he died October 5, 1840.
Rebecca Bowers was awarded a widow's pension of $40.00/half year.
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